
go ahead… 



  The cover should convey the personality of the 
book 

  The author needs to feel at ease with the cover 
  Real Life: Polly Courtney broke 3-book contract 

with Avon publishers (HarperCollins imprint) 
because she opposed their “fluffy”* and 
“patronizing”* marketing approach. She opposed 
the novel being classified as ‘chick lit’  





Book 1 Book 2 
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I suppose one could see the dilemma from both sides—Polly 
Courtney doesn’t want to be painted as a generic ‘chick lit’ 
author. From a marketing point of view, ‘chick lit’ sells. Let’s 
objectively judge the covers… 

   Cover 1 definitely reminded me of a Meg Cabot book. Signature 
‘chick lit’ for sure. That’s where the biggest problem lies, in my 
opinion, and Courtney should have spoken up / drawn the line 
then. 

   Cover 2 does a fantastic job of making the book look interesting 
without emphasizing ‘chick lit’. It could well be something a 
man reads on the subway. 

  Cover 3 seems more appealing to women but definitely not 
demeaning or sexist. The title calls out ‘chick lit’ more than the 
cover image does. 

  What do you think? 



 Atlas 
 Woman with slender legs and heels 

 Funky colours 
 Textual emphasis on a woman in a 

“man’s world” 

 Avon (HarperCollins) 
 Woman with slender legs and heels 

 Funky colours 
 Textual emphasis on a woman in a 

“man’s world” 



  So what do you think? 





 Image covers entire page 
 Not as foreboding as it should 
be 

Cover 1 

 Image portrays confusion, 
distortion, haziness, foreboding 
 Better representation of content  

Cover 2 



 Tremendous artistic detail 
 Incorporates image from cover 2 
within its main image 

 Seems more fantasy-oriented 
 Includes an interesting tagline 
and recommendations 

Cover 1 Cover 2 



 Placid cover showing a woman’s 
hand and her lover at war 
 Script-like typography used to 
convey writing 

 Use of poppies 
 Woman and man seemingly 
separated, both writing to each other  
 Looking at them through barbed 
wire 

Cover 1   Cover 2 



Image from HarperCollins 
Summer catalogue, not found 
as a book cover on Amazon, 
Google, or author’s website 

Cover 3 

 Use of poppies 
 Title and author presented in note form 
 No sign of her lover, only a lonely woman 



Cover 1 Cover 2 

See any similarities? 
(pastel colors, image of protagonist woman with serious expression, 

white typeface, captivating tagline) 



Best of 



Calm white typeface 
used for the title 

Word “HELL” 
enlarged 

Attention-grabbing 
tagline 

Photograph- adds 
reality factor; 
indicates danger 



Title captures 
attention instantly 

Background picture 
leaves me curious 
about the setting 

Red dress contrasts 
with rest of the book, 
drawing attention 
and curiosity  
towards the 
character 



Portrait; clean, 
simple layout 

Clear title 

Celebrity picture 



Touching image 

Perfect summary of 
what the book is 
about 

Interesting choice of 
lowercase letters 

Very pleasing color 
scheme 



Making the key look 
like the apple USB 
wire, relevant to 
technology; witty 

Not a fan of the 
colour scheme 

Attention to New 
York Times  



Fade-in relevant to 
the content of the 
book: turn the soft 
sell into a hard sell!  

Celebrity status 

Clean presentation 



Colourful, child-like 
title a stark contrast 
to the dark 
description of the 
book 

Significant white 
space somewhat 
ominous 

Lack of image and 
information is 
intriguing 



Background 
resembles shattered 
glass 

Creative “shattering” 
of the text 

Attention-catching 
tagline. Makes you 
want to read the 
book 

Would prefer a cover 
without the model in 
front 



Background looks 
like a young boy’s 
bedroom 

Simple and to-the-point 

Personal touch 



Intricate border 
design to match the 
title 

Design makes me 
wonder about the 
genre of the book. 
Fantasy? Fiction? 
Young Adult? 



Peaceful image, 
fitting with the title 
and content 

Description of 
author to appeal to 
audiences 

Book 
recommendation 
from other best-
selling author; 
further audience 
appeal 

Portraying 
popularity, making 
the book an instant 
must-read 



Missing tooth image 
in full uniform goes 
with the Tough Guy 
title 

White font shows up 
best against the 
picture 

Instantly appealing 
to some readers and 
unappealing to 
others. You’re either 
going to like it 
immediately or not 
at all 

Humourous (at least 
I thought so) 



HarperCollins Canada Employees select some of 
their favourite covers from 2011 












